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Children whose lives have been
interrupted by conflict now have a
chance to catch up on their educa-
tion, thanks to USAID-sponsored
rehabilitation of schools.

USAID/OFDA

LIBERIA SNAPSHOT

Date of independence: 1847
Population: 3.4 million (2004)
Income per person: $110 (yr)
Source: World Bank Development Indicators
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OVERVIEW

Liberia is a fragile state emerging from =T

decades of destabilization and poor gov- e ey
ernance. Peaceful elections held in Octo-
ber and November 2005 ended the
transition and ushered in a period of hope ; i
and high expectations for recovery and beria
reform. However, decades of destabiliza-

tion, poor governance, and the conse-

guences of 14 years of brutal conflict ey
constitute overwhelming challenges to Li- \ e
beria's recovery process. The armed con- L I
flicts between 1989 and 2003 claimed the lives of tens of thousands of
people in a country of approximately 3 million people. Central and local
governments were virtually rendered non-existent and unable to provide
essential basic security, a fundamental justice system, and basic services
such as water, electricity, health, education, and road maintenance. To re-
vive Liberia’s post-war economy USAID has focused on the creation of
economic and social conditions at the community level to reintegrate and
rehabilitate ex-combatants and others affected by the war; job creation and
income generation; the reconstruction of basic infrastructure; the reintegra-
tion of women and children associated with the fighting forces; agricultural
productivity; elections, rule of law, and governance activities; and in-
creased availability of essential primary health care services.

PROGRAMS

COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION AND REINTEGRATION

USAID’s nationwide public works program that establishes community-
based construction brigades of skilled and semi-skilled tradesmen and
unskilled laborers to rehabilitate urban and rural roads and water systems,
community buildings, hospitals, clinics, schools, and community offices. To
date, this program has employed more than 15,000 ex-combatants and
other unemployed Liberians, and resulted in the improvement of over
1,500 kilometers of road and repaired clinics, schools and administrative
buildings. Additionally, programs targeting women and children formerly
associated with fighting forces offer psychological counseling and special-
ized training, and counseling and other services are provided to displaced
Liberians, refugees, ex-combatants and others affected by war to help
them reestablish their communities and resume normal lives. Through
USAID assistance, thousands of children associated with the fighting
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Mission Director

Wilbur Thomas

DOS/USAID

8800 Monrovia Place
Washington, D.C. 20521-8800
Tel: 231-226-370

Lydia Hall

Liberia Desk Officer
202-712-5053

Email: lyhall@usaid.gov

forces have been reunited with their families. To encourage ex-combatants
and other war-affected persons to return to their communities of origin,
USAID provides training in agriculture, masonry, roof tiling, and business
skills. In addition, USAID is expanding activities to diversify crops and in-
crease market access.

Decades of poor governance and civil war have devastated Liberia’s for-
mal public education system and created a tremendous need for informal,
accelerated learning opportunities for ex-combatant and noncombatant
youth and young adults. USAID has championed the resumption of the
United Nations Children’s Fund’s Accelerated Learning Program, which
condenses the normal primary school curriculum from six years into three.
USAID also funds the rehabilitation of schools and teacher training facili-
ties; provides educational equipment, textbooks, materials and supplies;
and supports curriculum development.

STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY AND CIVIL SOCIETY

USAID effectively and substantially contributed to the conduct of historic
and successful national elections in October and November 2005. USAID,
UN, and other donor support enabled the Liberia’s National Elections
Commission to effectively administer voter registration at 2,000 voter regis-
tration sites for an estimated 1.3 million eligible voters; civic and voter edu-
cation; and election day voting at 3,070 polling stations. USAID support for
political party development helped to build a more representative and
competitive multiparty system in Liberia by improving political party capac-
ity for internal organization; policy and platform development. Presidential
and Senatorial debates focused on candidate platforms, issues of concern
to the electorate such as conflicts of interest and candidate backgrounds.
Civil society organizations have received support to increase their civic
advocacy activities related to elections, corruption, conflict mitigation, and
human rights. Peace-building programs will expand the numbers of media-
tors and peace advocates and encourage communities to interact.

IMROVING COMMUNITY HEALTH CARE

USAID is rehabilitating Liberia’'s community health care by supporting rural
clinics and community health services and strengthening organizations
that promote and deliver health care. To reduce child mortality USAID ser-
vices include immunizations, micronutrient supplementation, and care of
children suffering from pneumonia, diarrheal diseases, nutritional deficien-
cies, malaria and measles. USAID collaborated with the World Health Or-
ganization and other donors to immunize over 1 million children against
polio in four rounds of nation-wide immunization campaigns.

On behalf of the American people, the U.S. government has provided humanitarian assistance and economic de-
velopment to those in need since the Marshall Plan.
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